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‘Nanodemonstrations’: Chronicle of Events 
Part I 



 
The webpage of the «Barnaul Civic Movement» in «Vkontakte» social network announcing the 
nanodemonstrations (posted on January 4, 2012) 
http://vk.com/barnaulprotiv 
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The demotivator put online by 
activists from the northern city      
of Apatity (posted on December 13, 
2011) 
http://vk.com/club32919022 

  

 

Innovations?  

Nanotechnologies?  

Get nanodemonstration! 
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The first toy protest in Barnaul on January 7, 2012 («Come to me, Banderlog!» )   

On December 15, 2011 Vladimir Putin said in 
a live television broadcast:  

However, there are people who have              
a passport of a Russian Federation’s citizen 
but act in the interests of foreign states and 
on foreign money. We shall seek to establish 
contact with them as well. This is often 
useless and impossible to do. What can we 
say to them in this case? “Come to me, 
Banderlog!” … I have always loved Kipling’s 
stories since my childhood”. 

The phrase has become a meme, and 
Banderlog – a symbol of Russian opposition. 
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The second toy protest in Barnaul on January 14, 2012: organizers and spectators 
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The second toy protest in Barnaul on January 14, 2012: protesters 
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The second toy protest in Barnaul on January 14, 2012: guests 
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“The mayor’s office is unable to agree on such an event, since the toys, especially 
imported ones, are not only Russian citizens but also not humans” 

Application to hold a nanodemonstration Denial to hold a nanodemonstration 
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The third toy protest in Barnaul on February 19, 2012: a single-person picket 
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Effects of nanodemonstrations 

Media response 
• RIA News, Interfax, Gazeta.ru, Rain, RBC, NTV, 

REN-TV  

• Radio Liberty, BBC, The Independent,          
The Guardian, The periscope Post,               
Der Spiegel, France 24  

Geography of nanodemonstrations 
• Apatity 

• Barnaul  

• Izhevsk 

• Irkutsk  

• Kazan  

• Samara  

• St.Petersburgh  

• Omsk  

• Tomsk  

• Ulan-Ude  

• Ufa 
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‘Nanodemonstrations’ as Media Events:  
theoretical perspectives 

Part II 

 

 



The key characteristics of a nanodemonstration 

• it is an action of civil resistance 

• it is a political performance 

• it is a media event 

• it is a network phenomenon 
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The theory of cultural performance: Jeffrey Alexander 

• Systems of collective representation (background symbols and foreground scripts) 

• Actors / carrier group 

• Observers / audience 

• Means of symbolic production  

• Mise-en-sc`ene 

• Social power 

 

Alexander, Jeffrey C., Bernhard Giesen and Jason L. Mast (2006). Social Performance: Symbolic Action, Cultural 
Pragmatics and Ritual. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Alexander, Jeffrey C. (2010). The Performance of Politics: Obama’s Victory and the Democratic Struggle for Power. 
Oxford University Press. 

Alexander, Jeffrey C. (2012). Performative Revolution in Egypt: An Essay in Cultural Power. London: Blumsbury 
Academic.  
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“I am for CLEAN elections” (clean-uncleanness dichotomy)  
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Conceptions of contested urban spaces 

  

 «We define ‘contested spaces’ as geographic locations the conflicts in the form of 
opposition, confrontation, subversion and/or resistance engage actors whose social positions        
are defined by differential control of resources and access to power».  

 

Setha M. Low and Denise Lawrence-Zúñiga, eds. (2003) The Anthropology of Space and Place: Locating Culture. 
Malden MA: Blackwell. P. 18. 
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“Media event”: John Fiske 

  

 «The term media event is an indication that in a postmodern world we can no longer rely 
on a stable relationship or clear distinction between a ‘real’ event and its mediated representation. 
Consequently, we can no longer work with the idea that the ‘real’ is more important, significant, or 
even ‘true’ than the representation. A media event, then, is not a mere representation of what 
happened, but it has its own reality, which gathers up into itself the reality of the event that may or 
may not have preceded it». 

 

Fiske, J. (1994) Media Matters: Everyday Culture and Political Change. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 
Press. P. 2. 
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Actor-Network Theory (ANT): Bruno Latour 
 
Latour, Bruno. (2000) When Things Strike Back: A Possible Contribution of 'Science Studies' to the Social Sciences. 
British Journal of Sociology 51:107-23. 
 

«Human» protest in Barnaul on December 10, 
2011 

«Non-human» protest on February 19, 2012   
(a single-person picket) 
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Protest logics and the mediation opportunity structure: Bart Cammaerts 
European Journal of Communication June 2012  vol. 27  no. 2  117-134 
 

Repertoires and logics of contentious action 

• logic of numbers (mass demonstration)  

• logic of damage (property destruction or 
large-scale disruptions)  

• logic of bearing witness (public performance 
and civic disobedience) 

The mediation opportunity structure 

• media representations 

• self-mediation 

• resistance through technology 
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Forbes: «The 12 loudest art protest actions in Russia» 
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Thank you 


